-  ANNUAL  REPORT  - 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1918. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NEW  m.LS 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  December,  1918  :• 


Census  1901- 

Census  1911. 

Estimated  1918, 

for  death  rate.  for  Birth  rate 

Population  ...  7  773. 

8,998. 

7,399.  8,290. 

Inhabited  Houses  1,714 

1,901. 

1,943. 

New  Houses  erected  :  None. 

Rateable  Value  £38,311  15s.  2d. 

Assessable  Value,  £3 1 ,217  11s.  8d. 

General  District  Rate,  3/6  in  the  £ 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  during  the  year,  £557  13s.  lOd. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS— 

The  Water  Supply  has  not  been  so  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

The  higher  parts  of  the  town  (High  Lea  Road)  have  been  short  of  water. 
Many  complaints  have  been  made,  for  part  of  some  of  the  days  they  have  been 
quite  without,  and  they  have  had  to  rely  on  the  Springs  of  Water  in  this  neighbourhood. 

DRAINAGE,  ETC 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  previous  Report. 
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SANITAEY  INSPECTION 


Five  notices  were  served  for  defective  drains,  and  eighteen  were  attended  to 
without  notice. 

One  notice  was  served  for  an  obstructed  drain,  and  twenty  obstructed  drains 
were  abated  without  notice. 

Three  notices  were  served  for  Insanitary  Privies,  and  four  were  attended  to 
without  notice. 

There  have  been  two  closets  added  during  the  year,  and  two  Privies  have  been 
converted  in  W.  C ’s. 

There  was  one  defective  W.  C. 

There  were  three  defective  eaves  and  down-spouts,  and  two  cases  of  complaints  of 
water  in  cellars. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Number  of  Cowsheds  on  Register.  54.  Inspections  made.  20. 

BAKEHOUSES 

Number  on  Register.  10.  Inspections  made.  40. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES:-  7.  Inspections  made.  70. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES:-  1.  Inspections  made.  12. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  :-  1.  Inspections  made.  18. 

Number  of  infected  rooms  disinfected.  12.  Method  used  :  Formaldehyde. 

I  have  nothing  to  Report  about  the  Factories. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  :- 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified — 

Other 

Tubercular 


Number  of  cases  notified  | 

Erysipelas.  Scarlet  Fever. 

6  1  1  ! 

Measles. 

20  1 

Phthisis.  Diseases. 

9  1  2 

Sent  to  Hospital  •••  1  |  I  I  | 
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We  had  our  share  of  the  ravages  of  Influenza.  It  first  made  its  appearance 
in  July,  and  there  were  so  many  suffering  from  it,  we  considered  it  necessary  to  close  all 
the  Schools.  The  epidemic  was  most  severe  from  the  end  of  October  to  the  middle  of 
December,  and  during  this  period  it  assumed  in  a  number  of  cases  a  very  virulent  form. 
The  Schools  were  again  closed  from  the  end  of  October  to  2nd  December.  We  had 

twenty  deaths  recorded  from  it. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

This  will  be  the  first  and  most  important  matter  for  your  Council  to  at  once  take 
in  hand.  Additional  Houses  are  required.  The  fact  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  prepared  to  make  grants  to  Councils  for  Housing  requirements,  and  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials  puts  private  enterprise  out  of  the  field. 
It  appears  to  leave  the  Council  no  choice,  but  to  proceed  at  once  to  select  suitable  sites 
for  the  additional  houses  required.  I  should  think  that  a  minimum  of  at  the  least 
two  hundred  houses  are  immediately  required. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

We  have  received  from  the  Registrar  General  the  estimated  population  for  1918, 
as  follows 

For  Death  Rate,  7,399.  For  Birth  Rate,  8,290. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  belonging  to  the  district  are  114.  Thirteen 
residents  have  died  outside  the  district  and  are  included  in  this  number.  There  are  also 
nine  outward  transfers,  giving  a  death  rate  of  15.4  per  thousand. 
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There  are  114  births,  57  Males,  and  57  Females  registered,  a  decrease  of  thirteen 
on  last  year,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  13.75  per  thousand. 

There  were  seven  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  one  of  these  was  an 
illegitimate,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  61.4  per  thousand,  last  year  was  62.90  and 
the  year  before  83.87.  This  shows  a  steady  improvement. 

The  deaths  registered  are  as  follows 

Influenza  20,  Phthisis  3,  other  Tubercular  Disease  1 ,  Cancer  9,  Meningitis  2,  Heart 
Disease  7,  Bronchitis  8,  Pneumonia  14,  Diarrhoea  1,  Appendicitis  1,  Brights  Disease  4. 
Congenital  Debility,  etc  7,  Due  to  Accidents  2.  All  other  causes  36. 


The  Mother’s  Welcome  and  Infantile  Clinic  has  been  fairly  well  attended,  but  I 
think  it  does  good  work. 


16tb  April,  1919. 


I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


New  Mills. 


J.  E.  ANDERTON,  M.R.C.S. 


